Golfing in
Bintan
with a

clean

conscience

Gallant i
mpunm
develop Lagoi Bay

as eco-tourism area

By JOYCE HOOI
[SINGAPMIE] Galtant Ven-
ture. the investment hobd-
ing flrm behind Bintan Re-
sorts International, will be
engaging the help of
Spnin-hased institule - Fun-
daelon Metropali - w devel-
op the 1.300-ha Lagoi Bay
area os o second-heme play-
ground fur the roglon and
4N Bo-1oWrism ared.

Yestarday, Gallant Ven-
ture signed a strategie
agreemaend af collnbomtion
with Fundacion Motropoli
at the Shangri-La Howel.
Coming onhourd will be ar-
chitect-pianner Alfonso Ve-
gara, the president of Fun-
docion Matrapoli.

“Bintan eould be o labo-
ratory for innovations in
eeu-tourism,” said Dr Vega-
ra yestorday,

Ho added that Bintan s
polsed to benelit rom iis
proxdmity 1o Sinpapore, bo-
cauge of the republic's alr-
port, metlical facilities and
casinos.
that aro usually not 5o close
10 traditional tourist destl-
nations,” he said. He also
said that thore 15 even o pos:
sibility thot Bintan might
comd to be o medicol crntre
for nicho sreas ke physio-
tharapy in its own right.

Lagol Bay exrrently has
a Vb2-unil Mantat Indah res-
idontial project - with villag
ranging from 404 square
matres 1o 00 square ma-
tres in size - that hos ac-
coss 10 resorts and retail
shops, A shopgping mall is al-
so purrently under constrie-
tlem,

In koeping with the
eca-frendly slant of the de-
welopment, the masterplan
for Lagoi Bay inchedes 100
ha of land ol aside far for
e5l preservition, on fop of

spaco carved out for habitat
preservation

‘Tha masterplon also in-
cludes & 90-ha goll coursa
and six ha al waterfrand ros-
idential area

Chia Tek Yew, Binton Re-
sorts International's execu-
thve clireclor of strategy and
marketing, was unable 1o
say how muech investment
thiz development effort
would require

“What wa are trying to
do is croate o vision,”™ hae
sald.

Ha pointed oul howew-
or, that land in Bintan s
“plentiful and affardable™.

Fart of the agreement be-
twien Gallant Yenture and
Tundneion Matropol will in-
vaive siudents from the Uni-
varsity of Pennsybania di-
ing thelr maswors thesls on
the island of Binian for a
full yenr, starting from this
maih,

"By invalving academie
research in this manner,
you're alse helping to in-
fock ideas the way thal uni-
worsities amd thinking out-
siile of restrietions,” said
Mark Drryer. direcior of the
imstitute’s cities kab and fuf-
lowship programene.

“Itcould heln to devalon
nEw  LRLEpELy  ABUUE
eoo-tourism and clean enar-
gy and transporiation sys-
tems an the sland

Presently, the land
owned and developed by
Bintan Resorls Internation-
al stretehes across e an-
tire northern coast of the is-
land of Bintan, and comoes
up to about 173 the lond ag-
v of Singapare.

To that end. the provi-
ous oxperience of Funda-
clon Metropali = which has
& focus on sustainability
and nnovation in city-buaikl-
Ings = will comsa in handy.

“In Spain, we have boen
recelving people from the
north of Eurapo, (who)
hawe a second lome in bat-
tor weather and ina cheap-
T ares,” said Dr Vegara,

As it stands, the anta -

Lagoi Bay: The masterplan for the 1,300-ha plot includes 100 e of lard set aside for forest preservation, on top of space cereed ot for hebitat preserpation. I also
includes o 9-ha golf course and six ha of waterfront residentiol erea, The deoclapment boasts o water eatchment area larger than Machitelie Reservolr

der development practical-

Iy functions as an outpost of

Singnpore's. with roal us-

tate being snapped up for

;Ju praximity Lo the repub-
'y

According o Mr Chia,
thin Pantai Indah properiics
arn aimed at rosidoms of
Singapare - in particular,
wxpatriates who are hased
e,

“The idea is that over
tione, these second honses
evalve 1o bocoms first
homes,” ha sakd.

Crurrontly, abaut 10 per
cent of the land awned by
Bintan Resorts Imernation-
ol las beon devobeped ane
anathor 10 per com is bo-
ingp developed by the compa-
ny, lie sabd.

The dovelopment also
boasts a water catclmont
area lorger than Macltitch-
I Reservolr, which sup-
ants and towrists.

According 1o Bintan fe-
sarls [mernational, the ar-
an under 1ts development is
the emily place the la-
donesian islands where po-
tablo woler is availabla.

The partnership with
Fundacion Motropoli is
hoped to bring about what
I termg “erenative tourism”
=i b al towrisin that at-
traces ereative peaple.

I drawing this type of
people, the developmoni
will noed 1o hove in place
an “urban intensity” and o
diversity of peaple, accord-
ing to Dr Vegars.

"Creative poople are ine
teresied in human life, in
human intonsity and inter-
sction, Creative peoplo nev-
or g0 o & boring locntion.”
T saxiel.




